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“The Imperial Route” is the nick name of
Nakahechi which was used by emperors since the 10th
century to pay respect to the Kumano Sanzan. In the
past, the trail began from Kyoto as the old capital, but
now starts from the south of Tanabe city. On that day,
we took around 40-minute driving by Marina chan’s
car from Kii-Tanabe Station to the start of the trail.
We were arrived at the car parking near the starting
point around 10 am. Our team: Me, Kiyoyama san and
Marina chan, with dark colors clothes and hat, were
walking across the big street and stated to hike with a

lot of energy.

This hiking route is well-marked, so we

didn’t worry about getting lost. The woodensigns

along the way could be seen clearly and written in both
Japanese and English. We were surprised that some
signs were written in France and other language. By
following the wooden signs with white lettering, we
could get to the top of the mountain easily in around 2

hours.

Though the walk mainly features thick
forests, we have met some hikers. “Ohayo-gozaimasu”
we have greeting with smiles to others. The well-
maintained trail with fresh air and some light getting
through the trees made us feel very relax. Many topics

about our childhood experience relating to nature were

sharing during the trail.

Nearly the end of this trail, the wooden
pavilion has been built right on top of sections of
the trail. We took some rest, having some snacks,
enjoying the beautiful scenery of the village, capturing
a good moment, and then walked down into the valley
villages. At the restaurant, we agreed that walking the
ancient Kumano Kodo is a fantastic way to experience
the unique cultural landscape of this Kumano area.
Green, calm, warm light, and the spiritual countryside

are what we have learned.

(Pilaiporn Nunma)
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The first destination was the fish market near
Kawakyu Hotel. At the fish market we found a lot of raw
fish and looks so delicious, so we decided to had lunch there
and bought some souvenirs. From the fish market we went
to Kawakyu Hotel which its entire building was the museum
itself. The design of the building was very exotic and looks
like a combination of European+Chinese+Japanese design.

We spend around one hour in the museum. After
that we did not have any clue what to do next, but luckily
the taxi driver was very kind and had a lot of reference for
traveling around Tanabe City. We had a lot of fun in the way
by the taxi, Narihara-san said that he had been have a holiday
trip with his family when he was a child and at the hotel
which he stayed before, the hotel gave an ice cream cake and

put it to each of visitors room. He very nostalgic with the

cake, so we decided to visit that cake store and ate some of
the cake.

After we finished relaxing at the cake store, again,
we did not know what kind of places that we will visit next.
The taxi driver gave some recommended spot in Tanabe City,
so we went to the nearest spot first. The taxi driver brought us
to a beautiful beach, and the sand was very white, clean, and
sparkling.

Tanabe City surrounded by sea, so maybe it will
be good if we can see the other sea-side of Tanabe City. The
next spot was Senjojiki clifftop (T~ & #). The clifftop was
very beautiful with a relaxing environment, the wind blew so
good and 1 was feel taken out from my daily stress ( 5 ). 1
thought it will be good if we can stay until we can see the sun

set here, but we did not have such a free time to just spending

15

time there. Maybe it was just fifteen or twenty minutes, after
that we start to visit the next spot.

When we checked our time, we did not have a
lot of time left, so we just visit the other spot where on the
same way to the station. We remembered that Kanki-sensei
(our lab’s professor) always brought some Oranges from
Wakayama, and those Oranges were from around Tanabe
City. Before we reached the station, luckily we can found a
big supermarket that selling those Oranges and bought some
before we finished our trip.

I feel blessed because I entered the Kanki-sensei’s
Lab and had this kind of travel with the other lab’s member.
These kind of experience will be a great memory for me and I
hope we can travel again together.

(Jefferson Edmond)
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